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Foreword

This is the first issue of Xin Qing, the newsletter of
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall. The title Xin
Qing, is the hanyu pinyin equivalent of the Chinese

titte “HHE” . The second word “Qing” recalls the
Chinese name of the villa, Wan Qing Yuan, and
serves as a pun on another Chinese character,

“IF” , which means love. The theme of love is
one that is important to the Memorial Hall: Teo Eng
Hock bought the villa out of his love for his mother,
and the overseas Chinese supported Dr. Sun Yat
Sen’s revolution out of their love for their country.
The first word, “Xin”, meaning “new”, represents a
new phrase in the history of the Memorial Hall and
is also the first word of Singapore in Chinese. Hence,

“ ¥l Xin Qing” could also be interpreted as
meaning “the Wan Qing Yuan of Singapore.

This first issue of Xin Qing provides a summary of
the major activities organised by my team since
the Memorial Hall's re-opening in October 2011

and includes key activities such as the re-opening
ceremony and the inaugural Wan Qing CultureFest.
In addition, it also includes a research arficle on the
history of Wan Qing Yuan and announces some
of our upcoming exhibitions and activities. More
importantly, the publication of this newsletter also
marks a new milestone in the history of the Memorial
Hall, alongside with the appointment of the National
Heritage Board to manage the Memorial Hall on 1
April 2009 and the re-opening of the Memorial Hall
fo the public on 8 October 2011.

With that, we hope that Xin Qing could present
readers with meaningful insights info past, present
and future of the Memorial Hall, and we look
forward to your support and feedback.

Shaun Phua
General Manager
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall
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A Reunion
100 Years Later

The Re-opening of Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall
8 October 2011
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he year 2011 marks the 100th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution and Chinese all over the world

commemorated this historic moment with various celebratory activities. In conjunction with this

world-wide commemoration, Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall re-opened to the public after

a year of redevelopment works together with the launch of the first Zhong Shan Park in Singapore
on 8 October 2011.

The re-opening ceremony of the Memorial Hall attfracted more than 500 guests, including more than 100
overseas delegates. These delegates included government officials, Chinese entrepreneurs who attended
the World Chinese Entrepreneurs Convention, representatives from overseas Sun Yat Sen museums as well as
the descendants of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and his local supporters.

LT O EWAPNZil 17l

100% 581, EERST, SFEAPL. ARKKE.
RSB REREBRE —RBHITHNE. KX, 100%
Fla, NNEARFREERER, FELE THRE
BRI L 2 B Y FF X3

#LERERERIERKE2010FZ TXPREN, AR
MR EE G A RNEA. MKABRILKKELZ LB
TH KRR, BEKTE T EE RS LFKKE
8L ILkfgtertam. fEfE, X XEITHRMNER
MIBZ KRB EHITORBLETIE . BRitkZz b, B
EEEAEXR THREBRERENEA, FEEERE
RS, EHERBRNFAAYRERBE PR .

%T% MR XBXRETRKEZH, KRA
BYARAMDIRREFZ KT ER R BRI ER.

3 | September 2012

Mo R B A AIB0E T TN B SEKE R L, EARE
BENFARNANER. KelSEBEEFLIEH L
RHEAN: iERBESTMEscRicRe—, K
FHEF. BREEEEKKBEHZEN. EBEF, K
SREISERBEENARN O ABERHRNEX .
HAABHBELAKKBIAFXZTRER, SXRFAPL
EaRl, ABESREMSIUEBATRIAFNHE.

s, HEXHARTXNRE, FRABKKE. KE
WEEA, TALH. B EEER. BRate. keH

A heartfelt rendition of Xuantong Nanian De Feng, a song specially composed for the re-opening ceremony
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The Reunion of the Descendants of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and His Local Supporters

More than 100 years ago, Dr. Sun Yat Sen and his
local supporters - Teo Eng Hock and Tan Chor Lam,
gatheredin Wan Qing Yuan (the present day Sun Yat
Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall) to plan revolutionary
activities and discuss the future of China. Some 100
years later, their descendants gathered once again
in Singapore to attend the re-opening ceremony of
the Memorial Hall. To distinguish itself from other Sun
Yat Sen museums in the world, the Memorial Hall's
permanent galleries focus on the confributions of
Dr. Sun’s local supporters such as Teo Eng Hock
and Tan Chor Lam and the impact of the 1911
Revolution on Singapore.

In preparation for the re-opening, the Memorial

Hall’'s research team fraced and contacted
the descendants of Dr. Sun’'s local supporters to
conduct interviews for the purpose of research.
Based on the family tfree provided by Mdm Teo Moh
Tet, the daughter of Teo Eng Hock, the Memorial
Hall's feam fravelled to San Francisco to interview
Teo Eng Hock's other daughter, Mdm Teo Kim Wah,
88 and subsequently, to Sydney to intferview Mdm
Teo Moh Tet, 98. Besides the Teo family, the team
also contacted the descendants of Tan Chor Lam,
and successfully secured the loan of personal
artefacts belonging to Tan Chor Lam for display at
the Memorial Hall's permanent galleries.

The re-opening ceremony held special significance

September 2012 | 4
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for the Guest-of-Honour, Mr. Teo Chee Hean,
Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Singapore,
as he was a descendant of Teo Bah Tan, a local
supporter of Dr. Sun as well as the younger brother
of Teo Eng Hock. In his opening address, Mr. Teo
highlighted the importance of the Memorial Hall as
a window for visitors to learn more about
Singapore’s contribution to the 1911 Revolution 100
years ago. The re-opening of the Memorial Hall was
also attended by Mr. Leland Sun, Dr. Sun’'s great-
grandson, and his family whom the Memorial Hall
had invited as special guests for the ceremony.

In the 3 weeks after its re-opening (8 - 30 October
2011), the Memorial Hall received a total of 70,629
visitors.

The official re-opening ceremony of
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall and Zhong Shan Park

From right: Mr. Teo Chee Hean, Deputy Prime Minister; Dr. Yaacob
Ibrahim, Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts;
Mr. George Yeo, Honorary Advisor of the Memorial Hall,

Mr. Teo Siong Seng, President of Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce & Industry

BEE—MRLEELJIEMPLAEERFE

MERE: BISEWEEELE; E. BRHZSATKEERL; BE
EREMEMRIELE; FMEPESHSSKIKMRELE.
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A brilliant display of fireworks to mark the
close of Wan Qing CultureFest 2011
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CultureFest

2011

s part of the celebrations for the re-

opening of Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial

Hall, the Memorial Hall organised ifs

inaugural Wan Qing CultureFest 2011
from 9 October to 30 October 2011 to promote
Chinese arts and culture. The launch of Wan Qing
CultureFest 2011 was held on 9 October 2011 and
attracted about 500 guests with Mr. Lim Swee Say,
Minister (Prime Minister’'s Office), as the Guest-of-
Honour. Throughout the festival, the Memorial Hall
organised a total of 38 cultural programmes which
attracted a total of 10,602 participants.

The highlight of the Memorial Hall’'s Wan Qing
CultureFest 2011 was the closing ceremony which
was held on 30 October 2011 at the neighbouring
Zhong Shan Park. The closing ceremony included
performances by well-known Singaporean artistes
and arts groups who paid fribute to Dr. Sun
and his local supporters. The closing ceremony
attracted an estimated total of 7,000 guests and
the Guest-of-Honour for the event was then Senior
Minister of State for the Ministry of Information,
Communications and the Arts, Ms. Grace Fu.

September 2012 | 8
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Community
Engagement
Programmes

The popular puppetry workshop by Tok Tok Chiang Artistes.
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It was a fun day for the family with “Fun Learning for
Children” programme.
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he Memorial Hall organised three Open

Houses on 4, 25 and 31 December 2011 to

welcome more visitors to the recently re-

opened Memorial Hall. The Memorial Hall
organised its first December Open House on 4
December 2011 in support of the National Heritage
Board’s “Explore Singapore! 2011" event. Entitled
"Down the Memory Lane - History, Food & Fun!”,
the carnival-like event showcased games and food
stalls from yesteryears, and offered free cultural
activities such as a Chinese knots demonstration
and a Chinese puppetry workshop.

The well-patronised heritage games stalls during “Down the Memory Lane” event.

SE S RE R PR AL

The Memorial Hall organised its second December
Open House on Christmas Day and held a movie
screening session featfuring old Shanghai movies
in the 1930s. Two movies, Cross Roads and Lone
Paradise were screened in the morning and
afternoon respectively, and both sessions attracted

more than 100 participants in fotal. Finally, the
Memorial Hall organised its third December Open
House on 31 December 2011 which featured a new
children’s programme co-developed by students
from Institution of Technical Education (Bishan).

September 2012 | 10
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Festival of Abundance:
Lunar New Year Celebrations

R 8l

the lantern riddles in return for attractive prizes.

IhESSRERELTIRED

the permanent galleries.
HERESHAERSG

Visitors to the Memorial Hall attempting to solve ‘ Visitors during the Lunar New Year period viewing
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he Memorial Hall launched its annual Festival

of Abundance in the early part of 2012 to

usher in the Chinese New Year with an Open

House and various Chinese New Year related
activities. Held over the period from 23 January to
6 February 2012, the festivalfeatured popularlantern
riddles (available in both English and Mandarin)
as well as free cultural programmes such as
Chinese paper-cutting classes, Chinese calligraphy
workshops and Chinese knots demonstrations.
On 23 and 24 January 2012, there was a God
of Fortune who welcomed the visitors with free
Mandarin oranges, and on 5 February 2012, visitors
also participated in a traditional Chinese New Year
Food Festival. Overall, the Memorial Hall's Festival
of Abundance featured a total of 11 programmes
and attracted a total of 22,601 visitors.

Rtz 5, BMEEROZHETHEER. BEMHPESLS
ﬁ%lk&ﬂ,ﬁﬁEELﬁﬁ %W&Tu@xﬂﬂ
MIWWLo»W&%H , FEELETITH®, HE
Xmﬂﬁﬁ,%Tﬁ% &, 2H5H, KB
ﬁ&ﬁ%?$¢%ﬁfﬁhm%%%%%,ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ
EXHFREN&EE—1TBR.

EXISKA, #F22,601 222 KHEE.

11 | September 2012

2 WL H 55 TR

Nostalgia: Chinese Films

Screening

Films Screening
2 ok b B ok

MARCH - APRIL 2012 - 2012434 244
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ased on positive public feedback from

its screenings of 1930s Shanghai films on

Christmas last year, the Memorial Hall

organised another series of old Chinese
film screenings from March to April 2012. This new
series of film screenings featured a total of six films
produced between 1930s to 1950s, and included
well-known films such as The Spring River Flows
East, Unending Love and Song at Midnight. The film
screenings attracted a total of 415 participants,
many of whom requested for more similar film
screenings in future.

A promotional poster of the old movies screened at
the Memorial Hall from March to April 2012.

G EE A EE RN EZER
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Partnerships wix
Educational Institutions
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A scene in the drama
performed by students of
Hwa Chong Insitution,
depicting the meeting in
Wan Qing Yuan
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The cast and crew from Hwa Chong Institution gather on stage
to mark the finale of the drama performance

CEE - BIE: RS FEZESY RHREERERSEFELEK

Partnership with Hwa Chong Institution -
May & Aug 2011

The Memorial Hall collaborated with Hwa Chong
Institution to jointly develop an exhibition entitled
Dr. Sun Yat Sen and the 1911 Revolution. A group
of 10 students, under the guidance of teachers Miss
Zhu Hai Rong and Mr. Lam Yew Cheong, worked
closely with the Memorial Hall's Research Team
to conduct research and develop the content
for the exhibition. The students also incorporated
multi-media presentations, games, and quizzes to
complement the exhibition, and organised a public
lecture on Dr. Sun and the 1911 Revolution.

The exhibition was launched in conjunction with
the National Calligraphy & Chinese Painting
Competition for Singapore Secondary Schools at
Hwa Chong Instfitution and attracted a total of 300
students and teachers from over 35 schools during

15 | September 2012

the period 18 May to 25 May 2011. In addition,
the students from Hwa Chong Institution also put
up a drama performance on 28 August 2011 af
the Drama Centre within Hwa Chong Institution
campus to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the 1911 Revolution. The Memorial Hall's research
team served as the honorary consultant to the
production and worked closely with the drama
director, Mr. Yang Wenzhong, to ensure that the
script for the performance was factually accurate.

WG 2 el EpuCATION & OUTREACH
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A recital performance of Disciplines of Students by students from
Chung Cheng High School (Yishun)

RIEFRE (XIR) FEBRE <GBFH

Student Getai Night — 29 October 2011

The Memorial Hall collaborated with performing
groups from various secondary and fertiary
institutions to present Sfudent Getai Night as part
of the Memorial Hall’'s Wan Qing CultureFest 2011.
The collaboration served to showcase young
local talents and involved 15 school groups which
presented a variety of cultural performances such
as dance, songs, recitals, cross-talk etc. The emcee
for Student Getai Night was Zhang Long Jian,
a student from Hwa Chong Institution (College
Section) who volunteered for the role. Long lJian
has also collaborated with the Memorial Hall on
several projects including the Dr. Sun Yat Sen and
the 1911 Revolution exhibition in May 2011.
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A group photograph of Tan Chor Lam with the first batch of
graduates from the education class of Nanyang Girls” School
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Student Internship

A photograph presented to Tan Chor Lam by Nanyang
Girls” School

EEXHEESRMBRRRZ T BELERITEHRS
H—BEFLSmESR.

A group of students from the Nanyang Girls’ High
School joined the Memorial Hall for an internship
programme in November 2011 and embarked
on a research project under the mentorship of
the Memorial Hall's Research Team. The students
conducted research on the founders of Nanyang
Girls’ High School who were local supporters of Dr.
Sun Yat Sen and managed to locate and retrieve
new images of Dr. Sun's local supporter, Tan Chor
Lam for the Memorial Hall’s pictorial archives.

“Svil—E#EpE” — BUTEEFFERSRRNILERES (20114412H)
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“Back in Time with Sun Yat Sen”- Collaboration with Institution of Technical Education

(Bishan), December 2011

The Memorial Hall collaborated with a group of
students from Institution of Technical Education
(Bishan) to develop a new children’s programme
entitled “Back in Time with Sun Yat Sen” which
sought to infroduce Dr. Sun and his achievements
to a younger audience through immersive

The students from Institution of Technical Education (Bishan)
with the participants for the “Back in Time with Sun Yat Sen”
children’s programme

SEENNIESEUTEESLREESY

activities. The programme format included games,
quizzes and a video introducing Dr. Sun Yat Sen
as well as a colouring competition. Based on the
positive feedback from participants, the students
was invited to offer the same programme to visitors
on 31 December 2011.

Children engrossed in the colouring competition

ILELE&LLE
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A Left

A lesson on guiding skills conducted by the
Memorial Hall’s docents for students from
Yishun Town Secondary School

HBRFESERFEEESSERIS

A Right

A group photograph of the second batch of graduating
student guides from Hwa Chong Institution

SERIZWHEFHEZERER
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The students from Nanyang Girls’ High Sekioolwho %
had successfully completed the Student Guides
Training Programme in‘June 2012

2012626 A4 WP L T 1377 S8
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Youth Ambassadors

n preparation for its re-opening, the Memorial

Hall launched its Student Guides Training

Programme in mid 2011 to train a pool of

students who will serve as ambassadors for the
Memorial Hall by offering guided tours to their
schools and members of the public. The training
programme also seeks fo improve the language
abilities and the presentation skills of the student
guides.

The first school to sign up for the programme was
Hwa Chong Institution and other institutions which
have since signed up for the programme include
Yishun Town Secondary School, Changkat Changi
Secondary School, insitutions offering Language
Elective Programme (Chinese), St. Nicholas Girls’
School and Nanyang Girls’ High School. The
student guides from both Hwa Chong Institution
and Yishun Town Secondary School conducted a
guided tour for Ms. Sim Ann, Senior Parliamentary
Secretary, Ministry of Education & Ministry of Law,
during the launch of the Memorial Hall's new
temporary exhibition, Remembering Dr. Sun Yat
Sen, on 8 June 2012.

*We welcome interested institutions to contact us
regarding our Student Guides Training Programme.
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“PIAE 7 Z IOl Wan Qing
YEE &R A Public Lecture Series
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The Q & A sessions attracted active
discussions on the le¢ture topics

Rt ABRRS SiRE

n conjunction with the 100th anniversary of

the 1911 Revolution and its re-opening in

October 2011, the Memorial Hall infroduced

the Wan Qing Public Lecture Series 2011 and
organised a total of 9 lectures featuring talks by
local historians and experts. The lecture topics
included the 1911 Revolution, the key historical
characters involved in the revolution and the
social milieu within which the revolution took
place. Held for the period from 12 October 2012
to 23 December 2012, the lectures attracted a
total of 756 participants.

The first speaker of the inaugural
lecture series was Mr. Kua Bak Lim,
a local historian
AtnEFEEMAREERBERE
HERFIME— N EHER
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The Memorial Hall jointly organised the International
Conference on The 1911 Revolution: Dr. Sun Yat
Sen, the Revolutionaries and the Next Centennial
with the Department of Chinese Studies, National
University of Singapore (NUS) and the National Dr.
Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall in Taiwan, from 3 to 4
November 2011 at Marina Mandarin Singapore. The
keynote speaker for the conference was Professor
Yen Ching-Hwang (School of History and Politics,
University of Adelaide, Australia) and his speech
was entitled “Reflections on Dr. Sun Yaf Sen and the
1911 Revolution™.

Many: participants continued to engage in discussions
on the presentation topics during the tea break

FEEEh R S35

International Conference on the 1911 Revolution:
Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the Revolutionaries and

the Next Centennial

The conference attracted a total of 35 scholars from
Singapore, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Australia,
Japan and Malaysia who presented 32 papers
during the conference. As many as 150 participants
also joined in the discussion with the scholars. The
organising committee received positive feedback
about the conference from participants who
commented that the conference provided an
excellent platform for academics and historians
around the world to share the latest research
findings as well as engage in fruitful discussions
about Dr. Sun and the 1911 Revolution.

September 2012 | 24



“Fﬁu‘%” i#@

‘Nandao’ Seminar

ICAL LIRS

D NE TP Yl

BFEEEMREE -

R - REBAMKRELAR
WA : MTHEE

MARARA - ANAAREVERPEE) e
Sy

T T
F-ERAFEMERER-SE
EFCERERCRAERREERE §
ERRAMENEER - HERAAMRE " e
B (Uurdoch University)® B 3 '.l.:'{‘.]i}l'ﬂ
CHERPLMAN LI - e

MeE1-TERERDEEEEE -4.30pm
EFXEEMEL - EREEESN
AREZTWE - NS RREEEYS
CHEE -BARNRANALEE -
ORERNLRERY +

WNENE - EAEAERE
: EEFEHAENANY - NEAS
CEATERTEEREERE -
EREERNEDEERE AR
PHARLE  rBREFARNE
P RTANEERE - BRHEUE
ENRRLURTAL - SELR
IRERRNEaRETRAES
SR RAEEIRE R
BHEENTSES TN
E-

=

4
=
BN - EE0EB200E B

XOREREnRZ0E® -

A promotional poster about the talk by Dr. Tan Teng Phee
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r.TanTeng Phee, Head of the Memorial

Hall's research team, was invited by

the Chinese Department of Nanyang

Technological University to deliver
a talk to the students of the department on 3
February 2012. The talk included a screening of
the documentary, Sun Yat Sen and Singapore,
which was produced in 1988 and Dr. Tan's
presentation on the history of Wan Qing Yuan
and the themes and content of the Memorial
Hall's new permanent galleries. The talk
attracted atotal of 32 participants and was part
of the Memorial Hall’s new efforts to highlight
the historical significance of the Memorial Hall's
and to promote public awareness about the
Memorial Hall and its new storyline.
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Travelling Exhibition

Lecture Series

Ms. Yap Soo Ei, Assistant Curator at the Memorial Hall delivering a
talk entitled A Pictorial History of Wan Qing Yuan
BEM R RN EH “GEERGE” , HEXTREBEEREAN
RMEREZH
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Dr. Tan Teng Phee, Head of the Memorial Hall Research Team
delivering a talk entitled Dr. Sun Yat Sen and His Legacy in Singapore
FTHEELERREHERERTHERSZFRTIERHNRE—
BERE

n conjunction with its travelling exhibition, A

Moment in History, the Memorial Hall organised

three public talks at Ang Mo Kio Public Library,

Jurong Regional Library and Central Public Library.
The public talks, which featured topics related to
the exhibition, were held on 25 February 2012, 24
March 2012 and 7 April 2012, and attracted over
100 participants.

September 2012 | 26



&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ—%ﬁﬁ% THOUGHT LEADERSHIP & RESEARCH

Raryl 1B I N T Y “The Four ”
P 2% Historical Buildings

TH2H30DEFMFEEREBERT. BRI HE
NOFHERANRER. E2EERTENERY — BE
. ek MIEELSWHARE, KRR FTINHHEX
LR E N AN —E. EWAGIEARLD L ZER A
FeE RIRESTEMBGEERTE . MRBRE—FRLLR
FLESEERBERAEOIBRAETHAZ—, Wik
MRS X BRI R

B
L
=

EEREYH, BEKSPZET X THEEESE LRI
AR, EREETHRBENEREMHNE H19025F 87
B BERIHEEFTF19029F9 8 i 10,8005 41X
WA EESRAMITAE, RI1937F KA. BRERR. Bk
Hi. FRE. BHEIRMERBABELTHEN R
ZAWoon Seah Lengfy & FH L B BB EE.

he Four Historical Buildings Seminar was
organised by the Singapore Federation of
Chinese Clan Association and held on 7 April
2012 at National Library Building, Level 5.
The seminar focused on four historical buildings in
Singapore and their relations with the local Chinese
community. Mr. Shaun Phua, General Manager
of the Memorial Hall, was invited to deliver a
presentation on the history and significance
of Wan Qing Yuan. During his presentation, Mr.
Phua highlighted the past owners of the villa and
shared that his feam had discovered historical
documentation showing that the villa was
completed in 1902 instead of the 1880s.

N

Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Association
invited a total of four speakers (including Mr. Shaun
Phua, General Manager of the Memorial Hall)

for the seminar

BREHRSEeED £AMBEHA

The Four Historical Buildings Seminar
at National Library Building attracted
more than 150 participants
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A group photo of the Tong Meng Hui Singapore
Branch in its early days on display in Gallery 2.
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The artefacts contributed

by

Yat Sen’s local supporters
on display in Gallery 1.
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descendants of Dr. Sun

The newspaper wall in Gallery 3 that
features articles on the 1911 Revolution.
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hat is the relationship between

Singapore and the 1911 Revolution

in China?” That is the question that

the Memorial Hall's new permanent
galleries attempt to answer.

There are a total of four permanent galleries,
with the first two galleries housed in the historical
villa at the front and the remaining two galleries
housed in an extension building erected during
the late 1990s.

Gallery 1 introduces the three main supporters
of Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Singapore, namely Teo
Eng Hock, Lim Nee Soon and Tan Chor Lam, as
well as their relationship with Dr. Sun Yat Sen.
The highlights of this gallery are the family
photographs and the personal belongings of
the aforementioned supporters which are on
loan from their descendants. Gallery 2 focuses
on the Tong Meng Hui (Chinese Revolutionary
Alliance) Singapore Branch as well as various
revolutionary activities in Singapore such as
the setting up of revolutionary newspapers and
reading clubs.

Linking Gallery 2 to Gallery 3 is an extended
walkway showcasing fen failed uprisings prior
to the success of the Wuchang Uprising in 1911.
Upon entering Gallery 3, visitors will learn about
various movements such as the “Advocating

An early printing press to document the development of
printing industry in the past century on display in Gallery 4.

BRT: RIETEEERI LR EFENRIAL

Support for the National Products Movement”,
where many overseas Chinese also participated
in. This is illustrated through the different
advertisements and product labels in the
gallery. Finally, Gallery 4 explores the impact of
social changesin a post-1911 China on Chinese
education and literature in Singapore as well as
the interaction between Singapore and China
before the end of World War Two.

With its focus on Singapore’s contributions
tfoward the 1911 Revolution as well as the
impact of the revolution on Singapore and
Nanyang, the Memorial Hall hopes to distinguish
itself from its counterparts from other parts of
the world. In addition, by showcasing artefacts
from the National Collection of Singapore and
the Memorial Hall's Collection as well as new
artefacts on loan from the descendants of
Dr. Sun’s local supporters, the Memorial Hall
hopes to fulfill its aims of being both a heritage
destination and a learning cenftre for its visitors.
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An artillery shell used during the
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Wuchang Uprising.

Mr. Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education, on a
guided tour of the exhibition.
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More historical artefacts from the
Guangzhou Museum on display.
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he Second Revolution and Nanyang Exhibition explores the

impact of political developments in China after the success of the

1911 Revolution as well as the responses to these developments

from the Chinese community in Singapore and Malaya.
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Since the founding of Xing Zhong Hui (“Revive
China Society”) in 1894, Dr. Sun Yat Sen organised
ten armed uprisings in China in the attempt to
overthrow the Qing Dynasty. Subsequently, the
success of the Wuchang Uprising in 1911 led to
the collapse of China’s last monarchy and the
establishment of the first ever Chinese Republican

government in Asia.

Although Dr. Sun became the first Provisional
President of the Republic of China, the success of
the 1911 Revolution was soon hijacked by Yuan
Shi Kai who was named the first official President
of the Republic of China. However, it was revealed
that Yuan Shi Kai was the mastermind behind the
assassination of Song Jiao Ren and that he secretly
took on massive loan agreements with various

foreign banks in an attempt to expand his Beiyang
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A rare glass negative of
Dr. Sun Yat Sen,in military
uniform on loan from a
local collector.
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Army. The whole natfion was deeply shaken by
these revelations and an enraged Dr. Sun wanted to
overthrow Yuan Shi Kai by force through a “Second
Revolution”. In 1916, Yuan Shi Kai declared himself
as the Emperor of China and sought to reinstate the
Chinese monarchy but when faced with nation-
wide opposition, Yuan was forced to abandon his
plans. On é June 1916, Yuan Shi Kai died in anger

and frustration.

The death of Yuan Shi Kai did not bring peace to
the country as China was divided up among the
numerous warlords. Faced with such a situation,
Dr. Sun launched the Movement for the Protection
of the Constitution and attempted to establish
a new government in Guangzhou. In 1922, after
the betrayal by Chen lJiong Ming, Dr. Sun was

determined to set up the Academy for Army

JEUL
& EXHIBITIONS

Officers of the Chinese Nationalist Party (also
known as Whampoa Military Academy) and had
plans for a Northern Expedition which would unify
China. Unfortunately, Dr. Sun was already ill when
he reached Tianjin to discuss national affairs and his
condifion deteriorated significantly by the time he
arrived in Beijing. Dr. Sun passed away on 12 March
1925 at the age of 59.

The exhibition focuses on this part of the history of
modern China and highlights the contributions and
responses from Dr. Sun’s supporters in Singapore

and Malaya.

An overview of the exhibition setup in
the Memorial Hall’s Gallery 5.

HRER

This is the first joint exhibition between the
Guangzhou Museum, the Hong Kong Dr. Sun Yat-
sen Museum and Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial
Hall, which attracted more than 70,000 visitors
in the first month and showcased more than
50 artefacts from the Memorial Hall's partner

museums as well as local collectors.
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he Memorial Hall collaborated with the

students of Hwa Chong Instfitution to mark

the centennial anniversary of the 1911

Revolution. The exhibition aims to showcase
the creativity of the students who rediscovered for
themselves the historical links between Singapore
and Dr. Sun Yat Sen by actively participating in the
planning and curation of this exhibition.
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Travelling
Exhibition to

Public Libraries

This Exhibition
Continues on
Levei 2

A Provisional oy, g
mmm Sun Yar "
\H‘rrg
.r--u-._.l?n-.f‘_‘_ re- |

A5 g,
= g oy o]
. o

.

This exhibition was first launched at The Cathay in

September 2011 by Mr. Baey Yam Keng, Member
A of Parliament for Tampines Group Representation
Books on 1911 Revolution Constituency. It later travelled to Hwa Chong
and Dr. Sun Yat Sen Institution, and was on display from October to
EHER G IR IAL S nstirution. play e

December 2011. Subsequently, the exhibition
( fravelled to various libraries including Ang Mo Kio

The exhibition at Ang Mo Kio Public Library, Jurong Regional Library and Central
Public Library Public Library in 2012.
REFEXGERERS
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Remembering Dr. Sun Yat Sen
(9 Jun 2012 - 28 February 2013)
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he Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall launches a new

temporary exhibition to highlight the efforts of Singapore

and the Malay Peninsula in commemorating Dr. Sun Yat

Sen and the 1911 Revolution. A collaboration between
the Memorial Hall, Chung Shan Association, United Chinese
Library and private collector, Mr. Tan Lai Huat, the exhibition
showcases 30 rare artefacts which are on display for the first
time.

Commemorative Tea Set

LeEZEMH—HFE
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Dr. Sun Yat Sen and His Comrades in Singapore
(26 October 2012 - April 2013)

Venue: Hong Kong Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Museum

XEBBEREFARRNE—NEINRE. WARESEENPLERESE,
FTHEEENMADPULSHMENESFFE. RAEEZEETEXREAKK
BNHE BEENRAANYRE. SEDPFULETECSRERFRED R

HIBHEE KB

This exhibition marks the first collaboration between Sun Yat Sen
Nanyang Memorial Hall and Hong Kong Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum. It will
also be the Memorial Hall’s first overseas exhibition and will showcase
more than 150 artefacts and materials. The exhibition will highlight the
roles of Dr. Sun's Singaporean supporters such as Tan Chor Lam, Teo
Eng Hock and Lim Nee Soon, as well as their contributions tfowards the
1911 Revolution.

Peranakan ware belonging to Tan Chor Lam
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DR SUN YAT-SEN MUSEUM
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Reminiscing

Wan Qing Yuan
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A sitting statue of Dr. Sun Yat Sen
made in the 1960s
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Wan Qing-Xuan (circa 1927)
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Courtesy of National Archive of Singapore

Wan Qing Yuan, a villa built in the early 20th
century, is neither the most luxurious nor the
biggest villa of its fime. Nonetheless, it has left its
mark in history because of the important role it
played more than 100 years ago.

Singapore was a British colony during the 19th
century and when the British government
settled in Singapore, they brought along their
cultures, as well as the British architectural style
which influenced many buildings in Singapore,
including municipal offices and private houses.
Not surprisingly, Wan Qing Yuan also exhibits
the aforementioned architectural influences
with its spacious verandah, modified Doric and
Corinthian columns and pilasters, which are
common in Victorian buildings.

It was commonly assumed that the villa was built
in the 1880s by a wealthy Cantonese merchant,
Boey Chuan Poh. However, according to the

Building Plan of the villa,
circa 1900

1900£F B2 5 [ 22 57

villa's earliest building plan (now archived in
National Archives of Singapore), the building
plan was actually submitted to the British colonial
government in Singapore on 2 July 1900. Moreover,
according to the building plan, the vila was
designed by Yeo Hock Siang and a remark dated
September 1900 on the plan stated that alteratfions
were made in red which meant that actual
construction works for the villa were likely to have
commenced in late 1900.

Unfortunately, unlike the building plan drawn for
the renovation of the villa in 1939, the completion
date was not recorded on the building plan. On
24 February 1902, it was reported in The Straits
Times that Boey Chuan Poh held a farewell party
in Bin Chan House for Dr. Chan, who “(had) been
associated for some years with Dr. Lim Boon Keng
who was among the guests” the night before.
Based on the report, it was likely that construction
works were likely to have been completed by early
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1902, and not, as previously assumed, in the 1880s.

Noft too long after the villa was completed, Boey
Chuan Poh sold the villa to local merchant,
Lim Ah Siang in September 1902, at a price of
10,800 dollars in local currency. Besides the legall
document of this fransaction, there are presently
no other documents pertaining to Lim Ah Siang'’s
ownership. At a later date, Teo Eng Hock bought
the villa for his aged mother, Tan Poh Neo in the
hope that his mother could spend her twilight
years in peace and franquility. Hence, he named
the villa "Wan Qing Yuan” which in Mandarin
means “Serene Sunset Garden”.

Teo Eng Hock, with Tan Chor Lam and Lim Nee
Soon, met Dr. Sun Yat Sen in mid 1905, and
subsequently became his fervent supporters.
With the permission of his mother, Teo Eng Hock
offered the villa to Dr. Sun for his revolutionary
activities. Wan Qing Yuan subsequently played
an important role in the 1911 Revolution: it is the
place where Singapore Chapter of Tong Meng
Hui (Chinese Revolutionary Alliance) and ifs
Southeast Asia Headquarters were set up, and
also the venue where several important uprisings
were planned. While carrying out his revolutionary
activities, Dr. Sun also stayed in Wan Qing Yuan on
three occasions.

After the 1911 Revolution, the ownership of Wan
Qing Yuan changed several hands. In 1937, six
Chinese community leaders, namely Lee Kong
Chian, Tan Ean Kiam, Lee Chin Tian, Chew
Hean Swee, Lee Chor Seng and Yeo Kiat Tiow,
jointly bought the villa from a Chinese merchant

Source: The Straits Times, 3 March 1902, p. 4.

~TO BE LET.
EWLY built and comfortable (fur-
nished) Bungalow. *Bin - Chan”
House, with stables, Municipal No. 94
Ballestier Road, and Telephone No. 662
Entry from 15th Murch, 1902,

Apply to
- DBOEKY CHUAN POH,
4 ; No. 20 Damar Eoad.

An advertisement put up by Boey Chuan Poh
to sell Bin Chan House

1902 REESALIE (REBEERH)
Hr&
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Woon Seah Leng at the price of 5,200 dollars in
local currency. With funding from the Chinese
government, Wan Qing Yuan was subsequently
restored and first opened to the public in 1940.
During Japanese Occupation, the villa was turned
info a communication centre of the Japanese
Military. After the war, all the furniture and artefacts
in the villa were destroyed.

In 1951, the Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce took over the management of the
villa. In 1964, two exhibitions on Dr. Sun Yat Sen and
the victims during the Japanese Occupation were
presented in the villa. The villa was later gazetted as
a National Monument in 1994. In 1997, “Sun Yat Sen
Nanyang Memorial Hall Co Ltd” was established
tfo oversee the villa and develop its new exhibition
content. Wan Qing Yuan was re-opened to the
public as “Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall”" in
2001.

In 2009, the National Heritage Board was appointed
by the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry to redevelop and manage the
Memorial Hall. The Memorial Hall underwent re-
development works and re-opened in October
2011 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
1911 Revolution. The new Memorial Hall offers a new
storyline which focuses on Singapore’s conftribution
to the 1911 Revolution as well as the impact of the
revolution, and displays new artefacts from the
National Collection of Singapore and the Memorial
Hall's Collection as well as artefacts contributed by
the descendants of Dr. Sun’s local supporters and
the community.

From a private vila to the base of the 1911
Revolution to the present-day memorial hall, Wan
Qing Yuan underwent numerous transformations
and witnessed several significant historical events
in the last century. Today, it stands proud in the
historical district of Balestier and continues to
narrate the contributions and sacrifices of our local
pioneers to the 1911 Revolution.

* We sincerely thank Mr. Raymond Goh for showing
us the first building plan of Wan Qing Yuan and
Mr. Mok Ly Yng and Singapore Land Authority for
their assistance in helping us to locate the legal
documents related to the villa. We are also grateful
tfo Associate Professor Huang Jianli, Mr. Kua Bak
Lim, Dr. Lai Chee Kian and Mr. Ng Ching Huei, for
their advice.
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Personal Seal of

Tan Chor Lam

MRS E X REGRE R BN —HIE (RFERL
fBR) - E—REANZEESHRZNRE, mE—1
W2AE “EEEE HNRE.

ENMRELZENZTANT, BRMREREGRERNE
EER. 1o, INENBEMZABEMERNENE—F, F
HRERRT AT MR HFEEE— BT EHNE
ETW. AR, BERAATSERXDENE.
LR, FNREREMZ, BAREREEREEES
NEZEEZ OCRIAEEZAMMENFTE, M “EE
HZ” NE, BRRTHHERZC.

his special set of seals that belonged to Tan

Chor Lam is of special significance to the

Memorial Hall. On loan from Ms. Pauline

Tan, one of the seals is engraved with Tan
Chor Lam’s name while the other is engraved
with the Chinese characters “Jie Ai Guo Yuan”
which means “The Love of Country Leads Me.”
Similar to his personal seal, the latter seal was
made from ivory and kept in an exquisite casing
which Tan Chor Lam always brought around with
him. Before the independence of Singapore,
many Chinese in Singapore regarded China as
theirhomeland, and were concerned about the
issues confronting China at that time. Tan Chor
Lam was also one of them, and this seal with the
engravings “lJie Ai Guo Yuan” is representative
of his paftriotic spirit.
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Personal seal of Tan Chor Lam
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Book Review

100™ Anniversary of
the 1911 Revolution:
A Nanyang
Perspective (Chinese)

Editor: Zhou Zhao Cheng
Publishers: Lianhe Zaobao, Global Publishing
Year of Publication: 2011

his book is an edited version of the
supplement published by local Chinese
newspaper, Lianhe Zaobao, on 6
October 2011 in conjunction with the
100th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution. It
comprises the following sections: written primary
sources; characters; culture; recollections; and
architecture. Through these topics, the book
highlights the relationship between Nanyang
(Southeast Asia) and the 1911 Revolution.

The book is the result of a year of research
and interviews, and provides comprehensive
coverage of Dr. Sun’'s local supporters, their
contributions and the impact of the 1911
Revolution. More importantly, it features many
new mafterials, including photographs and
documents kept by the descendants of Dr. Sun'’s
local supporters, and Lim Nee Soon’s manuscript
on the Singapore Chapter of Tongmenghui
(Chinese Revolutionary Alliance) kept by
Xiamen University. In addition, interviews with
academics such as Professor Wang Gungwu
provide readers with key insights intfo the impact
of the 1911 Revolution on Singapore.

In summary, this book provides a comprehensive
and updated overview of the relationship
between the Chinese community in Singapore
and Nanyang and the 1911 Revolution. It serves
as a useful infroduction for readers interested in
finding out more about the 1911 Revolution and
Nanyang.

Reviewed by Goh Yu Mei
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The Making of the
Balestler Heritage Trail

Interview with Newsletter Editor of Maha

| Maha Sasana Ramsi Burmese Temple

Nathan Ang (Hwa Chong Institution)

his collaborative effort with the Sun Yat

Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall has been

an exiremely exciting and enriching

experience, like a window which opens
my view of learning as one that stretched
beyond the constraints of a classroom alone.
This went beyond me and my friends gaining
newly-found knowledge about the rich heritage
of Balestier, a district that is not that deeply
etched in people’s minds, but also bestowing
upon us a golden opportunity to share our
knowledge with a group of our schoolmates
through the form of a tour, feaching them about
the various locations about which we had done
extensive research.

The Memorial Hall kindly divided this gargantuan
project info two phases to ease our workload.
For Phase One, it was very much an out-of-this-
world experience for me, since | have neither
undertaken such a large-scale project nor an
interview before. | was allocated the Maha
Sasana Ramsi Burmese Temple, in addition to
the Founder Bak Kut Teh Cafeteria.
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Sasana Ramsi Burmese Temple

| Founder Bak Kut Teh Cafeteria

First and foremost, | did much preparatory work
such as discovering background information
about these two landmarks in Balestier. | did
not stop at mere Internet resources but went
the extra mile to check out libraries, utilising the
Ask and Learn facility to identify specific books
which could aid me in my research paper. The
Natfional Archives of Singapore was another
place | visited with my group-mates. | even
emailed the Embassy of Myanmar to obtain
statistical information regarding the Burmese
population and heritage in Singapore, which
directly impacted the influence of the temple.

To build on my preliminary research, interviews
were necessary. Thus, | took time off my hectic
schedule to conduct the infterview. It was the
first fime where | was the interviewer and not
the inferviewee. | concede that | was extremely
jittery about this, not only because of the ‘first-
fime' experience but also because of a busy
schedule, coupled with a fever and flu from
which | had not fully recuperated. The pressure
intensified as each minute passed.

With a list of intferview questions which | had
prepared beforehand, | was ready to start the

ball rolling. Learning from the research experts
Miss Ng Fooi Beng and Dr. Tan Teng Phee
from the Memorial Hall who accompanied
me, | gradually picked up the interview skills,
jotting down the responses fo my questions.
The infterviewee's tour around the temple also
helped me greatly in my write-up, as he had

Tan Tock Seng Hospital

clearly expounded on the temple’s heritage. It
was the sole temple outside Burma constructed
in authentic Burmese architectural design and
prideditselfwith possessing the largest pure white
marble Buddha statue outside Burma. Granted
the permission to take some photographs
for graphical illustrations, | snapped away
with shots of the different locations within the
temple, to adorn my write-up. The interview
went smoothly and was not as difficult as | had
previously imagined it to be. With information
from the interview, my write-up was completed.

After some drafts with comments flowing in
from the amiable researchers of the Memorial
Hall, | managed to improve my research paper
and felt a sweet sense of satisfaction after
reviewing it.

The inferview with the cafeteria was a simpler
task, both because | had a prior experience of
conducting an interview and because it was
carried out in Chinese, in which | believe | was
able fo speak more fluently and vocalise my
thoughts more effectively. Like the previous
inferview, | had gathered much information
about the cafeteria from the many reviews

| Thomson Medical Centre

online about this renowned eatery. | even
included a portion on bak kut teh and its
variations, as an ‘appetiser’ before the write-
up itself.

Phase One came across as extremely successful.
As the researchers told us, we had unravelled

| Balestier Exploration Trail (BET)

much information that was not documented in
their database, including the ones | found out
about the Burmese population and heritage.

We anticipated the commencement of Phase
Two, with an enthusiastic attitude.

My research this time was on the medical
institutions in the vicinity: the famous Tan Tock
Seng Hospital and Thomson Medical Centre. The
information for these two places was extremely
substantial from resources uncovered over both
the Internet and books from libraries, especially
Tan Tock Seng Hospital. It had its own webpage
filed with information regarding ifs numerous
facilities and programmes. | covered the
hospital’'s entire history and wrote an extension
about Mr. Tan Tock Seng’'s great-grandson, Mr.
Tan Boo Liat, who turned out to be a member
of Tong Meng Hui which helped overthrow
the Qing Dynasty. It was extremely intriguing
reading through these pieces of information, as
we never learnt much even about these famous
figureheads in school.

The information and photographs we collected
contributed to the panels located on the
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Group Members at Launch of
Balestier Heritage Bridge
(from left) Nicholas, Kee Xuan,
Nathan, Ivan

1

Balestier Heritage Bridge.

After the completion of the project, another
collaborative effort was pushed out - a
sabbatical in our school, Hwa Chong Institution.
During the sabbatical on bilingual tour guides,
my friends and | brought them about selected
landmarks in Balestier. This was a form of
information exchange, making the Balestier
Heritage Bridge more value-added!

At the launch of the bridge, we attended the
tfea party and were interviewed by the various
reporters. It was really our minute to shine, after
all that perseverance and diligence, which |
found worth it and very enjoyable!

Our Balestier project did not stop there. On
our own, we went beyond to research on
other locations which were not covered,
creating other products: a website filled with
audio guides and photographs taken to
provide audio and visual appeal about these
places of interest. To keep up with the world
which is getting increasingly technologically-
advanced, we created an iMovie showcasing
photographs we took. | designed a website
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(http://projectbalestier.weebly.com) and drew
up itineraries, to allow interested readers to
choose one to have a day of fun in Balestier.
Readers could access our uploaded research
papers to learn more about the places. Balestier
Exploration Trail (BET) was conducted as a two-
fier trail — virtual and physical, for which the
latter we brought friends along the trail during
the holidays and weekends. With a creative
mind and cooperation amongst our foursome,
an intferactive game testing readers on how
much they have learnt from our website was
also created to increase interactivity.

Overall, this collaboration has been an eye-
opener for me with its ebb and flow. Even now,
| still regularly visit Balestier, be it in passing or
to purchase some of its scrumptious delicacies.
This project is memorable and will forever be
deeply embedded in my memories.

Thank you,
Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall!

Ivan Yeo (Hwa Chong Institution)

n the 22nd March last year, we

withessed the Ilaunch of the

Balestier Heritage Bridge situated

between Thomson Medical Centre
and Balestier Hill Shopping Centre by Mr.
Baey Yam Keng, former Member of Parliment
for Tanjong Pagar Group Representation
Constituency, and Ms. Denise Phua, former
Member of Parliment for Jalan Besar Group
Representation Constituency. This was the
result of collaboration with the Sun Yat Sen
Nanyang Memorial Hall, National Heritage
Board and after months of research.

The Balestier Heritage Bridge was launched
in conjunction with the Kampong Gelam
Heritage Bridge, and featured a gallery of
several panels, featuring the history and
information of, and prominent social and
religious institutions in Balestier. The panel
were complete with photos, some of which
were taken by us when we conducted
our oral interviews, together with short but
concise information about these places. The
main aim of displaying these panels along
an overhead pedestrian bridge is to create
another platform to reach out to the public in
learning about the heritage of the place they
work and live in.

Together with our teacher-mentor, Miss Yeo
Siok Ee, we embarked on a research process
spanning 6 months, during which we consulted
various archived materials, web resources,
and conducted on-site interviews with the
residents staying and living in Balestier. We
learnt valuable lessons from the research
process. For instance, we had
a first-hand experience of the
arduous tasks a historian has
to undertake when he or she
has to consult a spectrum of
sources to sift out relevant
information. The National
Archives of Singapore and the

National Library were places we never thought
of as valuable places of information from which
we could visit and consult.

Oral interviews also provided us with valuable
firsthand information, though we were fairly
nervous at first when meeting and speaking with
people we had never met before. After a few
interviews during the first phase of the project,
we were more at ease and familiar with the
skillsneeded to conductsuch aninterview forthe
second phase of the project. From interacting
with people from different backgrounds, races
and religions, and reflecting upon the whole
process, our cultural intelligence has certainly
been enhanced. We not only learned more
about the social history of Balestier, but also the
culture of other races, and also the history and
development of other religions.

This project has complemented what we have
learned in our Integrated Humanities subject
in our school. Instead of only learning from
textbooks and worksheets, we were able fo
work with actual materials, making us the all the
more enthusiastic fo do our best in contributing
to this project. In our opinion, students should
be given more opportunities to participate in
similar workshops, heritage trails and projects
to learn beyond the classroom, as these will
not only provide the students with additional
information and content, but also lifelong skills
which the students can apply and use.

Singapore has a huge treasure trove of history
and culture, anditisonly waiting forusto discover
and unearth them. We, as young teenagers
of modern Singapore, feel the need and
responsibility fo preserve our heritage, and pass
them down to future generations.
We would like fo embark on future
projects regarding our culture and
history, so as to cherish the past,
while embracing our future.

For providing wus with fthe
opportunity to take part in such
an enriching and interesting
experience, as well as for the
support and guidance shown
to us, we would like to thank Mr.
- Shaun Phua, Dr. Tan Teng Phee
and Miss Ng Fooi Beng from the
Memorial Hall, and our feacher-
mentor, Miss Yeo Siok Ee.
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FUBINRARS N, FiLAthEFZF X BRMEREZY)
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My
Grandfather’s

River

The river’s song

“river of commerce

river of enterprise

main stream of the city

lifeblood of a nation” (!

my grandfather’s river was pristine
freshly the waters flowed

by the newly built warehouses
godowns fo house the goods
brought in by the tongkangs ?
Guthrie, Tan Jiak Kim

had their godowns by the banks
doing a brisk business, when

once again in the cycled year
the north-east monsoon steered
the junks past lung ya men

info harbour

laden with porcelain, silkks and tea
later in the year, the bugis tfraders came
with exotic delicacies of birds' nest and
beche de mer “

Whampoa had his iceberg warehouse
selling ice to cool a singapore sling
Tan Tye his pineapple canning factory
and a road named for him.

The river’s lament

the river of my childhood fime
stank

putrid black with filth

the commerce disposed

Explanatory notes:
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into the murky waters

the air particulated with soot

but sinewed strength and a sfoic heart
could not shore up for long

those sacks of wealth

sapped by nightly opium dreams
entwined between sheets of

syphilis and gonorrhoea ©

The river needed a cleansing
The river needed a cleansing

The river's joy

HISTORY

is in our minds

in long-held memories

in our hearts

in what we see

in antique paintings
sepia-tinted photos

old buildings restored to new glory
bursting with tales to tell

in this river

the unseen lifeline linking

the generations.

yesterday we stood by its banks
and saw restored godowns

link the dimming past

fo the fowering edifices

of the future.

Words by
pauline tan
Singapore 1995

1) The first four lines in quotation marks refer to cliches that were bandied about the river at one time.
2) Tongkangs (or bumboats as they were known back then) are boats small enough to ply the shallow river but large enough to
fransport goods from the sailing junks, clippers and caravels which were anchored at the harbour.

3) Lung ya men (or dragon'’s teeth gate) was the name given by Chinese sailors fo two rock outcrops at the entrance of the harbour
(see Paul Wheatley, Impressions of the Malay Peninsula in Ancient Times, publ. 1964; and The Golden Khersonese, publ. KL 1966). In
the 19th century, the British blew up the outcrops with dynamite in an attempt to widen Keppel Harbour.

4) Beche de mer refers to the sea cucumber.

5) Verse 2 refers to the time, probably in the 1950s, when | used to follow my father in the evenings to fetch my brother who was
working as a supervisor taking inventory at the bank’s godowns by the river. The image of coolies carrying sacks of rice on their
shoulders from a fongkang across a plank intfo a warehouse for storage remains etched in my memory.

Editor’s note: Mdm Pauline Tan is the grand-daughter of timber merchant Tan Tye and daughter of Tan Chor Lam, local supporter of Dr. Sun Yat Sen.
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M ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Donors
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The Memorial Hall would like to show our appreciation to our donors over the past year.

VrAELESEE
Mr. Hooy Say Kai

VRIS
Mr. Hooy Kok Wai

FICIESEE
Mr. Kok Mun Cheng

FHRA RN
Mr. Ley Choon Chai

A&+
Mdm Lim Chun

XLkt
Mdm Lim Mui Gek

Ms. Loh Mee Ling

PR AL
Mdm Loo-Fung Tsui Hung

PRI S
Mr. Lum Hon Kin

Mr. Mok Wan San

g e
Mr. Seah Aik Hoe

IR RS
Mr. Francis Soh

Mr. Teo Koon Sion

Mr. Tng Yong Kwang Kelvin

i A e
Mr. Wong Putt Fat

Wit L P

Nanyang Girls’ High School

BM1IEITY GHEICICY R
SGD 10,000 towards Remembering Dr. Sun Yat Sen Exhibition

Bm1IEITTY GHEICICY R
SGD 10,000 towards Remembering Dr. Sun Yat Sen Exhibition

A PR I A Y RS
Vinyl Records with recording of Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s speech

19484F iz (RSO
The Three Principles of the People, published in 1948

TR T IR DTAE (19124F) U HIG S MR # 2 Maiifioe
Artillery Shells given to Lim Peng Siang by Shen Mao Zhao on 1 January 1912

PR3z 2 IR IR
Old Photographs of family of Lin Shou Zhi

SLUBE L Z Al e A O
Old Photographs of Dr. Sun Yat Sen

HiBkE (B ZUL) Frim e R HiGbel e, RB4 R Al

Flag sewn by Liao Bing Yun, sister of Liao Zhong Kai, together with accounts written by her.

PP e A e iR 1) Z AR S Aot o3
Appointment letter and bonds issued by Dr. Sun Yat Sen

CRAPRA %Y (—&Wim)

Record of Dr. Sun’s Burial Ceremony (A set of two volumes)

CHETEAEP RN AR A BEIE K ARG 5 IIE
Overview of Fundraising efforts of Nanyang Chinese, Certificate of Admission and Registration
Document

CRE — IMPle & H 5 1Y (1926%F)
The Young Companion, Supplementary Issue in Commemoration of Dr Sun Yat Sen, Father of
the Chinese Republic (1926)

T PAL BT

Chinese Typewriter and instruction booklet

LU0 R E R T

Early Commemorative Magazines of Clan Associations and Schools

RO R T4
A collection of old books

FETE L PR R (19674, 19974F. 20074 )
Anniversary Commemorative Magazines of Nanyang Girls High School (1967, 1997, 2007)
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MINAFFRR, LT BRBISEFARXMNAMEEN
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Behind the Scenes

On 14 March 2011, the Memorial Hall's team
contacted Ms. Wyatt Pauline Tan, Ms. Ellen Low,
and Ms. Low-Song Fong Chiau, descendants of Mr.
Tan Chor Lam, as part of its research efforts on Dr.
Sun’s local supporters. The three ladies provided
the Memorial Hall's team with valuable insights and
information about Mr. Tan Chor Lam, and even
loaned the Memorial's Hall artefacts such as Mr.
Tan's pocket watches, ink slab, personal seal, and
family photographs, as well as the books which Mr.
Tan had given to his daughters. The Memorial Hall is
very grateful to Ms. Tan, Ms. Low and Ms. Low-Song
for their generosity and contribution.
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LA
Call for Artefacts
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The 1911 Revolution is not just an important milestone in the history of modern
China; it also has an impact on the pre-war Chinese community in Singapore.

The Memorial Hall is embarking on a community artefacts collection drive and we are looking for artefacts
relevant to the Memorial Hall’s exhibitions and research. More specifically, we are looking are artefacts
such as old photographs, historical documents, maps, publications, objects etc that feature and/or are
related to Wan Qing Yuan, the 1911 Revolution, Dr. Sun Yat Sen and his local supporters. These artefacts
could be incorporated into our permanent galleries, displayed in our changing exhibitions and/or be used
for research by scholars and museum professionals. If you have artefacts which you believe would make
valuable additions to the Memorial Hall’s collection, please contact us at the following address, telephone
number and/or email:
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Donation Form

Personal Particulars ™ \ % Bt
Mr / Mrs / Mdm / Ms / Dr
Name #%: (English 3)

(Chinese, if any in#, H3#3)

Address Hifit:

NRIC/FIN/UEN S-S5 5k F {4 UEN-S13:

Contact Number Bt48-255:
I enclose the sum of: $$50.00 / $$100.00 / S$150.00 / Other amount: S$ *
in CHEQUE (Bank: Cheque No. )
FEmES$50.00 / S$100.00 / S$150.00 / Efth#iZm: S$ *
($R1T: ES: )

*Please circle accordingly. 1&E &R EEn.

Please make cheque payable to:
BHENXEWERAZBE L
National Heritage Fund

Tax Deduction .55 [n] 411

Please tick below if you would like to enjoy a tax deduction for your donation. You will be required to provide
your NRIC/FIN/UEN if you are requesting for a tax deduction. Kindly note that tax deduction is available upon
request and for donations above $S$50.00.

MREHFEREHSEI (RROFITALIIBR) , BEATELSMERAITE. BTTERLENTEE, LIFHRES
M FMIES B B A INIESHS (UEN) .

Yes, | would like to have a tax deduction for my donation and | have provided my NRIC/FIN/UEN.
2, BREEREHSEN. REES TRHFIESHBEEARFIUVENSE,

No, I would not like to have a tax deduction for my donation.
T, BAHBERERSEM.




